Zz > 


7 


\) 


ALBERT SCHWEITZER’S 
BIRTHDAY 


A LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE DOCTOR 
WORKING IN THE PRIMEVAL FOREST ON HIS 
75th BIRTHDAY, JANUARY 14th. 


natives, organising and operating yourself, as you did thirty 


or more years ago. For your studying and writing you still 
have only those hours late at night. But for a year we had 
you with us, even though we had to share you with the Ameri- 
cans. The Goethe speech at Aspen took so much of your 
time that you were taken away from us and from your other 
literary plans more than was agreeable to you and to us as 
well. Yet we look back with joy on our many fortunate 
and 


unforgettable ti 


Yet 
about 
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few lines both what you have been to us during your last, 
all too brief stay in Europe, and what you have given us. 

But I must mention here one more thing: the afternoon 
shortly before your departure, when we, together with Martin 
Werner went over the manuscript of that work which should 
be described as your theological testament. A year ago it was 
only a quarter finished—the rest was merely a rough sketch. 
But in the meantime, despite many hindrances, you have 
worked it out. And with what clarity, recognising all the 
basic issues! With what terseness of formulation! Once 


| — you enter the theological arena to fight for the truth 


the Kingdom of God, as it has dawned upon you in the 
preaching of Jesus, and as it has been concealed in part 
within the New Testament and even in the history of the 
Church in an unrecognisable form. You fight further to 
place this kingdom, which today is in the darkness, back 
again in the light. “The Kingdom of God and Christianity” 
will be a volume that will be on a par with “The Quest for 
the Historical Jesus” and “The Mysticism of Paul the 
Apostle”, and that will powerfully extend their train of 
thought. 

With its perusal we have the impression that the work is, 
so to say, ready for the press. We would have liked most 
of all to have kept it here, so that it could appear as soon as 
possible. The world waits for your message. 

But you have, taken the curiously bundled manuscript 
back with you to Lambarene. We are afraid not only that 
your pet antelopes might chew at the manuscript, but further 
that you might have no time left for theological work after 
the press of other things. For you follow devotedly Goethe’s 
“Demands of the Day”, about which you said in your latest 
Goethe speech: “We have to open our eyes in order to take 
account of what our next duties are and then to undertake 
them. With that we become men, men fit in the right way 
to be on the look-out for what we have next to do”. To 
that you cite in agreement: “The vividly gifted spirit, holding 
itself in practical work to the most immediate thing, is the 
most excellent on earth”’. 

The more we try to picture your life, the more we 
recognise how you have let yourself be led by this insight. 
Thus it has come about that you have not always done what 
might appear to us as the timely thing. But it becomes 
increasingly clear to us by watching your life work that it was 
just this that invested your life with its unique and exemplary 

tness. For that reason then we must leave it to your 
judgment what shall now happen to this manuscript and to 
the other one, which will conclude your “Philosophy of 
Civilisation”. And we are also resigned to your decision 
whether we shall see you again in the Spring, as you have 
intimated. . 

“The Demands of the Day”, by which you determine 
your activities, belongs to time, yet not to time. You hear 
therein the “Follow me”. You have learned to understand 
this for us in a quite new way, no less by your life than by 
your scientific work. For that reason I would like to say 
to you on your 75th birthday what you said last summer 
about Goethe: So many here and abroad, as they think about 
you, will have to thank you for what you have given them 
through your genuine and deep, ethical and religious wisdom 
about life. 

“Joyfully I profess that I belong with them.” 

Yours, Fritz Buri (Basle). 


“OPTIMISM BASED ON FAITH” 
‘ (Continued from page 3) 
notion of the difficulties that beset our path, and such optim- 
ism aS we possess is a sober, disciplined optimism. 
But it is still optimism, based on faith. . 
It is still optimism based on faith in the capacity of man 


to push his way, onward and upward, under the so 


law of the Most High, toward the kingdom of righteousness 
that prophet souls in every age have beheld in a vision and 
commanded men to create... . 

This is God’s world, but it is also our world. It is our 
world just because it is God’s world, and His spirit lives and 
breathes and labours and suffers through us. Ultimately His 
will shall triumph through our fidelity and that of succeeding 
generations. 


| 
By Dr. Fritz Buri , 
(Basle, Switzerland) 
MOST REVEREND DOCTOR, 
| You are now back in your ital with your African 
| 
: When we saw each other for the first time after so many | 
years, you laid before me what you had written on the trip 
to Europe. The body was still tired from the exertions of 
the voyage, but the spirit sparkled more than ever. You 
were with us also when we formed the Swiss Society for the , 
Lambarene Hospital. Later, as was so completely against 
your custom, but nevertheless heartily and with bubbling 
liveliness, you granted an interview to a large group of 
enthusiastic students. Or again I think of the afternoon 
when. bending over a book on historical theology, you worked 
at my desk—or of the hour in the station restaurant when 
you told us stories of your trip to America. After- 
wards we went with you to your third-class compartment 
on the Scandinavian express for your excursion to Stock- 
holm. 
In Giinsbach you did not have a restful time. What 
you had to endure from all the announced and unannounced 
visitors' How much time you squandered in your kindness 
to them! Your gentile secretary, Mrs. Martin, had the most 
unpleasant task, like Cerberus, of having to guard both the 
Many of us here, as well as those in other countries, 
would have liked to have heard you speak or play in public. 
But you consistently refused, knowing well that if you had 
: once consented, there would have been no end of such 
performances. Only for the Americans did you make an 
exception, though with a heavy heart, and then only through 
devotion to the hospital. (We all know how the concern 
for your chosen life work has claimed yt me 
even further did you do it on account of Goethe, 
whom you spoke again this year in Aspen and from Hi 
| This time you spoke less programmatically ) 
Goethe speech delivered in Frankfurt on the 100th 
: sary Festival of his birth. but perhaps this time you 
still more deeply in Goethe, as you understand 
portrayed his and work in as mmmediately a personal 
manner as before, when you won the Gocthe prize, though = = ; 
you have done it even more comprehensively and with more 
penetration because of the many years of conscious associa- 
thon with his work and life. . 
We experience the same thing with the reading of this 
im St. Paul's Church at Frankfurt, at which you were present. 
Of that Festival a commentator wrote: “Everyone very sud- 
dGenly had the feeling that with Albert Schweitzer ‘a piece ; 
of Gocthe” had stepped bodily into the crowd, a man, who = 
mot only embodied the Faustian figure, but who at the same 
tame aught be called the ereatest active follower of Christ 
I kmow that vou are averse to all such glorification. 
you on your burthday. from any extolling of that kind. 
i i have declared my thanks to you only by recalling in a 
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The Message and Mission of Liberal 
Religion | 


By Dr. Frederick May Eliot 


(The Secretariat of the International Association for Religious 
Freedom have prepared an elaborate report of the pro- 
ceedings of the Thirteenth Congress held in Amsterdam 
last July. The report is extensive and of great interest. 
We take from it,.as typical of its message, the major part 
of the concluding address given by the President of the 
American Unitarian Association.) 

WHATEVER the words “the kingdom of heaven” may have 
meant in the past, whatever they may mean today to dogmatic 
Christians, I believe they constitute, when properly under- 
stood, the very essence of the Liberal Gospel for us who stand 
today in the great tradition of freedom and tolerance in 
religion. And I believe the best way to discover (or, if you 
prefer, to rediscover) their meaning is to ask ourselves once 
again what they meant to Jesus. For this purpose, I have 
taken as my text the parable of the pearl of great price: 

Matthew 13: 45-46. “Again, the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a merchant-man seeking goodly pearls: 

Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went 
and sold all that he had, and bought it.” 

In these few words, one of his shortest and simplest 
parables, the Teacher of Nazareth sets forth the most 
found doctrine of the nature and meaning of religion; and his 
thought is as modern and meaningful for us as for his first 


Note that Jesus does not say that the kingdom of heaven 
is like a pearl—not even a pearl of t price. What he says 


is that the kingdom of heaven is like a man, Religion, as 
revealed in this teaching, is not something apart from man 
but something within man himself. It is a man—a man 
seeking, finding, and then making over his whole life as the 
result of what he has found. Religion begins with a sense of 
passionate desire for something of supreme value, a desire 
that touches the will and compels a search that may be long 
and painful. Then comes the reward, the discovery, the pearl 
of great price. But this is not the end. Rather, it is only the 
real beginning. For the experience of finding what he has 
been seeking brings the necessity for a reorganisation of his 
entire way of life that amounts to a revolution; and this 
requirement—laid upon him by what he has found—becomes 
the controlling and directing force within his mind and heart 
and over all his conduct. Now he begins to understand the 
significance of the first and great commandment: “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength”. 

This account of the nature of religion applies in the first 
instance to the individual. The driving force of inward desire 
for spiritual realities is an experience that comes to each man 
In a unique way. It is not an experience that can be shared 
or communicated. The individual human being must himself 
feel the hunger and thirst after righteousness; he must know at 


religion, as a living reality, must lie in the personal assertion of 
a spiri that issues in . Only when the soul 
man turns with longing and with determina- 
ut which there can 


own life in the light of what he has discovered, centring all 
his powers in one supreme devotion that brings integrity and 
direction and peace. The drama of religion is played within 
the soul of the individual and there is no place for substitu- 
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tionary action. If a man lose his own soul, it is he that has 
lost it; if a man find his own soul in the discovery of what 
he has sought, it is he that has found it; and if a man trans- 
forms his own soul by the power of the spiritual realities he 
has discovered, it is he that carries through the revolution. 
At the core of religion there is an inescapable individualism 
that is plainly expressed in the familiar words: “None of them 
can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a 
ransom for him”. It is not possible to experience religi 
vicariously. 

Religion, then, begins with discontent in the soul of an 
individual man; but it is discontent that swiftly takes the 
form of rebellion; and rebellion implies a positive faith in the 

sibility of success. Nobody rebels if he is convinced that 
has no chance, that defeat is a foregone conclusion. Reli- 
gion begins with a sense of need that constitutes rebellion 


LET i 


has 
and 


against things as they are, a stubborn re to gO wi 
drift of events, a flaming protest against what appears to be 
inevitable. The religious man cannot be a fatalist or a deter- 
minist. Religion, from its very first outbreak in the soul, is 
defiance of the gods of this world and a bold assertion of the 
supremacy of the soul itself, of its inalienable right to deter- 

| mine its own destiny and create what it so passionately desires. 
Religion always affirms the faith of the Psalmist: “Thou 
madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; 
thou hast put all things under his feet”. 

2 The inescapable individualism at the core of religion is, 
therefore, an individualism of faith in the capacity of man to 
achieve the destiny he himself desires and approves. It is 
man in rebellion, confident that he can win, because it is the 
will of God that has made the vision vivid and victory 
possible. 

But the possibility of victory is something very different 
from the attainment of victory, and the religious man quickly 
learns that there is no guarantee of success in his effort to 
transform his own life into the likeness of the vision that 
rewarded his early seeking. He begins with discontent that _ 
turns into rebellion, but he soon finds out that the rebellion 
itself will not produce satisfaction. 

Religion not only begins with dissatisfaction; it also ends 
with dissatisfaction. The initial quest for spiritual realities 
leads to discovery, to be sure; and there is the moment of 
exaltation when the heavenly vision shines suddenly out of 

| the darkness and reveals the gleaming ramparts of the City of 
God in the far distance. But that moment of exaltation 
demands inexorably the prompt beginning of a new quest that 
has no end. This is not a quest for a vision, but a quest for 
creative achievement. What the soul now secks ts not a | 
glimpse of eternal truth but a transformed world; and that goal | 
is one toward which we may move, with infinite effort and 
sacrificial suffering, but which we in our lifetime shall not 
reach. All that any individual, or any generation, can expect, 
is that fidelity shall have meant advance. Indeed. at certam 
critical periods in history, perhaps all we can expect ts that our 

| fidelity shall have prevented the permanent relapse of civilssa- 

tion toward the jungle. There are moments when the bravest 
souls must recall the words of St. Paul: “That ye may 
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 

: There are moments when the utmost we 

iT hana the sense of emptiness and weakness and frustratior 

that constitute the dynamic of the search; he must make up selves is that we shall not surrender. 

his mind and mobilise the energies of his own will to under- One such moment is the time through 

take the quest. The initiative, however it may have been _ been living. No freedom-loving soul m all 

stimulated or goaded or directed by outside forces, rests in © be unaware of the sinister nature of the 

; the final analysis with the individual. The beginning of | ‘Weep mankind back to the pit from whence 

be no contentment does religion come to life. learmed new wiles: & Gs | 
Moreover, just as the seeking for spiritual realities is some 
essentially a function of the individual soul, so also are the © 988imst them than “the whole armour of God = 
finding and the revolution that follow. Only an individual 
what it means to find. Only an individual can make over his his Gadiee teen on ag thet we of the mad- 
twentieth century have put away. We no longer belbeve that 
progress is steady and automatic. We have a fer clearer 

(Concluded on previous page) 
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Book Tokens. These and many other books are in stock. _ 


THE LINDSEY PRESS 


Stories and Articles for American Journal —Donald 
Crasg, Holycross, Thuries. 7.12 


| 


6.30, Mc. 
Hall Rd, 10.45 and 6 30, Rev. J. H. Sarre 


Sesect Chusch, 11 and 6.30, Rev. Joes: 
Uniewion Ch. and 6, Rev. A F. O. 


Chapci, and 6.30, Mc. E. 

— Memorxal Menor Bd. and 60, Rev. 
Camo Srrect, 

Warerx. High 

Warroep, Freeads House, Derby RA 


12 
Ir 
Dy F MATE RIBA. 
Ss. 6d., by post Ss. Lid. 
By 
Ss. 6d., by post Ss. 11d. 
THE ADVENTURE OF RELIGION 
By C. M. Wricurt, M.A. 
4 GORDON SQUARE, LONDON, and Commemorative Tabicts 
; HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
ORTHING.—“Hardwicke”, 10 Tennyson Road. A comfortable, Seg 
homely guest house within five minutes’ walk of sea and shops Church Tein 
kinds. Mabel Eyles, Avenue, London, N23. 
4 Telephone: MOUntview 
j 6. Maile Hon DB. ta the year 
367 EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, 
MARRIAGES 
December 31, 1949, at St. Peter’s Church, 
Bayswater, Peter Mentor, only son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Sundays or penods communacate of 46 Ladbroke Ww 
E 4 cider of Mr and G. of 33 Ladbroke ‘ 
4 Woodbine Avenue, Gosterth to Hariaon, 21 
CHAmecery 8732. 
the 
Mr. PF. Chusch of the Sherbrooke St 
Free Chrstuan House, Peanerd, 11, Rev. Tomosro, First Unsarian Church, Jarvis Sc, 11, Rev. W. P. Joans 
Vanscouver, B.C, Unstarme Church of Vancouver, 1,550 Tenth Avenuc 
West, 11, Rev. A. 
Federated 
Us AUSTRALIA 
Apecame, Un. Christian Church, Webeficid St, 11 and 7, Rev. Coum 
Church, Cathedral Place, C2, 7.30, Rev. V. 
| Seeker's 
News South Wales. Church, Sereer (Of 
| AB Souds’ Church, 6 Union Chusch, Rd, and 7, Bev. E 
at Tue Ce 2a andon, W 2, and Publi Te be Co, La 


